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Their villages were perched on inaccessible ridges
of the mountains, and the warriors were called to
arms by the blowing of horns from peak to peak.
Their army was soon assembled, and the Spaniards
met with such a reception that San Martin made
a rapid strategical movement to the rear. He
received some reinforcements from the General,
and sought the aid of the Zipa's frontier force,
which was conceded. The Chibchas of the
frontier force were called Guechas, a word
which means a general or leader of an army.
Here it is used to describe a force of specially
selected warriors.

The valley of Fusagasuga is the last within
Chibcha territory. The combined force crossed the
hills which separate it from the rugged descending
slopes of Pati and Apulo. The Panches gathered
together to the sound of their horns, and formed
in disciplined troops, with coronets of brilliant
plumes on their heads, and armed with clubs,
lances, and bows with poisoned arrows. No
impression could be made on their serried ranks
by the combined force of Spaniards and Guechas.
If, after fighting with desperate valour, they fell
back, they left neither wounded nor prisoners in
the hands of their enemies. The Spaniards also
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